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Monday, August 15, 2022  
 
Honorable City Council 
1300 Perdido Street 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
 
Re: 1015 Evelina Street 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
Attached, please find a report regarding an appeal of the Historic District Landmarks Commission’s 

decision to deny an application for full demolition to grade but allow partial demolition of the rear 

shed addition encompassing three (3) rooms and the non-original front porch at 1015 Evelina Street. 

 

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please feel free to contact me at 

your earliest convenience. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleanor Burke 

Deputy Director 
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1015 Evelina Street is a Contributing rated structure located in the Algiers Point, full-control, local 

historic district.   

 

HDLC Guidelines:  

Section 12, Pages 23-24 of the Guidelines for New Construction, Additions and Demolition states that 

the demolition of all or portions of historic resources within a local Historic District or Landmark site 

are considered drastic actions, since they alter the character of the area. Once historic resources or 

buildings that contribute to the heritage of the community are destroyed, it is generally impossible to 

reproduce their design, texture, materials, details and their special character and interest in the 

neighborhood. When reviewing demolition applications at properties located within a Historic District 

or at a Landmark site, the HDLC uses the following criteria in its evaluations: 

▪ The historic or architectural significance of the building or structure as designated by its 

“rating”: Contributing. 

▪ The importance of the building or structure to the tout ensemble of the area: Constructed 

ca. 1925, 1015 Evelina Street is a contributing element in the Algiers Point Historic District. 

Although the property does not appear on Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps until 1937, historic 

newspaper accounts place the construction of the single-family dwelling between 1909-1926. 

The building retains several original architectural details that reflect its Craftsman stylization 

within the popular Bungalow type. The low-lying roof with exposed rafter tails, original six-

over-six windows, and the overall form and massing have been maintained. Unfortunately, the 

building no longer sports its original full-width front porch, a feature that would have likely 

mirrored the current configuration at the residence to the left. An unsympathetic rear shed 

roof addition was also constructed at some point in the building's history. Overall, 1015 

Evelina adds to the tout ensemble of the area by highlighting the early twentieth-century 

development of the Algiers Point as it expanded from the Mississippi River to the south and 

southeast.  

▪ The alternatives to demolition that have been explored by the applicant: None are known at 

this time.  

▪ The special character and aesthetic interest that the building or structure adds to the local 

Historic District: The Craftsman stylized residence adds both special character and aesthetic 

interest to the Algiers Point Historic District. Although the building has lost significant aspects 

of its original design, it maintains enough architectural integrity to not only complement the 

surrounding area, but also represent its building type and style. The current condition of the 

building distracts from the overall aesthetic interest it lends to municipal square 113. 

Comprised of predominately traditional double-shotgun residences, the single-family 

Bungalow residence represents a deviation in type, adding to its special character within the 

area. Overall, the building's condition leaves much to be desired, but the remaining 

architectural features highlight it as a historic building within the period of significance for the 

district.  
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▪ The difficulty or impossibility of reproducing such a building or structure because of its 

design, texture, material or detail: Based on the size of the building's footprint and minimal 

exterior architectural elements, it would likely not be more expensive or difficult to reproduce 

the building today rather than maintaining it in its current form. It is not readily apparent what 

percentage of original material may be salvaged during a renovation. Using equivalent 

materials in contemporary construction may be costly, but the overall form and detailing is 

relatively simple and could be replicated. 

▪ The condition of the building or structure: An exterior and interior inspection was performed 

by HDLC Inspector Alex Nassar on June 22, 2022. At that time, the overall condition was noted 

as fair to poor. "Overall, the building shows signs of minimal maintenance and has significant 

insect, water, and/or vegetation damage to the rear three (3) rooms. The original front 

portion could be salvaged but the rear addition is deteriorated, poorly constructed and should 

be removed." The remainder of the demolition inspection report can be viewed below.  

Staff Recommendations: 

The current owner of the vacant 1015 Evelina Street also owns and occupies 609 Atlantic Avenue. This 

property shares a rear yard with 1015 Evelina Street. This demolition request is part of a larger 

redevelopment plan that includes the Atlantic Avenue property. The proposed accessory structure 

(see drawing below) is a one-story garage with an office. This proposal has not been submitted 

formally as a permit application and has not received ARC review or approval.  

Overall, the current iteration of the building at 1015 Evelina Street is representative of a historic 

residence constructed in the early twentieth-century Bungalow type. However, the current condition 

of the building negatively impacts its contribution to the surrounding block face. Per the demolition 

inspection report, the front three rooms of the residence, on the interior and exterior, appear to be in 

fair condition. Although cosmetic updates and potential structural work at the front gable is required, 

this portion of the building has a solid foundation with plumb walls and does not appear to be 

structurally compromised in any way. The rear shed roof addition is in poor condition with signs of 

water intrusion and deteriorating flooring and roofing.  

Because the overall condition does not warrant demolition to grade, Staff recommends that the 

original three (3) room portion of the building be maintained. Staff has no objection to the demolition 

of the rear shed roof addition or the inappropriate front porch. 

At their hearing of August 3, 2022, the Commission reviewed the Staff report, property inspection 

results, and drawings of the proposed new structure.  The Commission then voted unanimously to 

deny the application for full demolition but allow partial demolition of the rear shed addition and the 

non-original front porch. 

 

Link to 8.3.22 Staff Report: https://sites.google.com/view/no-cmm-080322/agenda 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/no-cmm-080322/agenda
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Proposed New Construction 
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